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JOURNAL ATTAINS NEW
ISI IMPACT FACTOR: 3.797
Biology of Blood and Marrow
Transplantation has earned an ISI Im-
pact Factor of 3.797—its highest since
the journal was founded in 1995.
The ultimate measure of the suc-
cess of a medical journal is its actual
impact on research and clinical prac-
tice. However, in an effort to quantify
that impact, the Institute for Scientific
Information (ISI) computes and as-
signs a numerical ‘‘impact factor’’ to
peer-reviewed journals. The number
is based on the frequency of citations
of the journal’s articles in other scien-
tific publications in a given year.
The new impact factor moves BBMT
up to the following positions:
 3rd among 21 transplantation
journals
 15th among 63 hematology jour-
nals
 30th among 118 immunology
journals
BOARD RETREAT CONSIDERS
FUTURE DIRECTIONS FOR BMT
Future directions for the BMT field
and the role of ASBMT in shaping
that future was the focus of a Board
of Directors retreat in June in Chicago.
The purpose of the retreat was 2-
fold:
 To evaluate trends and forecast di-
rections in which the BMT field is
moving
 To determine ways in which ASBMT
can guide developments in the
field
The retreat also was organized to
help society leaders:
 Consider the implications if the de-
mand of transplant triples between
now and 2015, as forecast by the
National Marrow Donor Program
(NMDP)1200 Understand workforce and re-
source needs to accommodate
a rapidly expanding demand for
BMT services
 Develop scientific research priori-
ties for the society
Planning for and holding the re-
treat has been a priority for Dr. Helen
Heslop for her year as ASBMT presi-
dent. Assisting her in organizing the
retreat was Board of Directors mem-
ber Dr. Jeffrey Schriber of City of
Hope-Banner Health Care, Phoenix.
Otsuka Pharmaceuticals provided
a grant to underwrite the costs of
the retreat.
AMERICAN, EUROPEANS COMPARE
RADIATION INJURY READINESS
Representatives of ASBMT, the
National Marrow Donor Program,
and several European government
and private organizations met in
July in Germany to review and harmo-
nize their approaches to the manage-
ment of victims in a radiation mass
disaster.
The United States and Europe both
have carefully considered approaches
for triage of victims of a radiation acci-
dent or terrorist attack, and for get-
ting injured survivors to health care
facilities that are prepared to provide
treatment and supportive care. But
there are some differences in proto-
cols and methods of injury assess-
ment, and these were the focus of
the workshop conducted at Schloss
Reisenburg, the science conference
center of the University of Ulm.
The representatives from the
United States at the workshop were
members of the steering committee
of the Radiation Injury Treatment Net-
work (RITN). Funding for the work-
shop was provided by RadCCORE at
Duke University and the NIH Na-
tional Institute of Allergy and Infec-
tious Diseases.The workshop addressed 5 topics:
 injury assessment
 multiorgan dysfunction syndrome
 clinical decisions based on dosime-
try versus hematological injury clas-
sification
 prioritization of research needs and
areas for collaboration
 a core curriculum for postgraduate
training in medical management
of mass radiation exposure
U.S. preparation for a mass radia-
tion exposure is summarized on the
RITN Web site at www.nmdp.org/
RITN and the Radiation Event Medical
Management Web site at www.
remm.nlm.gov, maintained by the
U.S. Department of Health and Hu-
man Services.
European participants at the work-
shop were: the European Group for
Blood and Marrow Transplantation
(EBMT); Bundeswehr Institute of Radi-
ology in Munich; German Federal
Ministry for Environment, Nature Con-
servation, and Nuclear Safety; French
Institut de Radioprotection et de Suˆr-
ete´ Nucle´aire (IRSN), and The Interna-
tional Center for Advanced Studies in
Health Sciences and Services (ICAS)
at the University of Ulm.
RITN is a cooperative program of
ASBMT and the National Marrow Do-
nor Program (NMDP).
OCTOBER 8 ABSTRACT DEADLINE
Abstracts are being accepted for the
2009 BMT Tandem Meetings through
October 8, which also is the early reg-
istration deadline. Register for the
meetings or submit abstracts at either
the ASBMT or CIBMTR Web sites.
The combined annual meetings of
ASBMT and CIBMTR will be February
11-15 in Tampa.
